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Dear Parents and Guardians

What’s On!

In-term Swimming (PP- Yr 4)
Daily from 9th Dec to 19th Dec

Uniform Shop Open
Every Wed 8.00-9.00 am

Graduation Dinner
Wed 18th Dec

Assembly (Whole School) 1.45pm
Thu 19th Dec

Last Day of Term 4 for Students
Thu 19th Dec

2020- Term 1 Start for Students
Mon 3rd Feb,  2020
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As a particularly busy year draws to a close there have been many spectacular events, many, “aha, I 
get it now,” moments for our students and smiles of satisfaction from staff.  And for the executive team, 
the realisation of hours of strategic and operational conversations and planning coming to fruition, brings 
not only professional acumen but a deep sense of pride of what is achieved by our staff and students.
None of this could happen without the willing support and expertise of our volunteers.  Many of you 
have given freely of your time to help in various capacities around the school. The P&C team, including 
our MOMPS, who run various events for the benefit of our students and parents, the School Board who 
contribute their knowledge and skills for strategic planning and many others who support the canteen, 
uniform shop, MultiLit, cake stalls, providing breakfast for our runners, assisting on excursions, making 
costumes, the list goes on.  Thank you each and every one of you. There is nothing like being an active 
member in the school community to evoke that sense of belonging.
Last week’s Book Fair was a fine example of where volunteers helped Mrs Casserly set up the Fair 
then helped many eager children, parents and grandparents select and pay for their purchases.  As 
many of you saw, it was a very busy place, especially in the mornings and after school for those three 
days.  Because of the tireless planning and physical work of Mrs Casserly and her team, over $12 500 
was spent on merchandise and books, ensuring a generous donation from Scholastic in the very near 
future.  Just to reassure people, Scholastic will replace or refund any faulty purchase.  Please bring the 
packaging to the office if need be.
Next Tuesday for Year 6 students and Wednesday for Years 1 to 5, your child will be bringing home their 
results of some recent testing in a folder or envelope.  Please take the time to read through it carefully 
and discuss it with your child. The Primary Academic Testing (PAT) test results in reading, maths and 
science, plus the Fitness testing results, give you a snap shot of your child’s progress and achievement. 
Of the 39 schools who undertook the fitness testing, Melville Primary is the overall fittest school in WA. 
This is down to a number of things including the excellent PE program devised by Glenn McIntosh, the 
fitness activities run by classroom teachers, and of course your own lifestyles where your children are 
encouraged to be active and involved in a variety of sports. 
Over the last 9 days I have been quite alarmed by the use of social media within our community.  I am 
especially alarmed by the use of face timing, Snap Chat and Tik Tok by many of our students from Year 
4, 5 and 6.  I implore parents to be aware of what their children are watching and posting, including the 
use of foul language in reference to others and sometimes themselves, images of themselves, often in 
school uniform which makes them easily identifiable.  Early next year we will be inviting Paul Litherland to 
come to school to talk about cyber safety with you and the students.  It is okay to say NO to your children 
when they implore you to have access to social media.  The best policy to keep your children safe and 
unsullied is not to allow them any access. https://www.surfonlinesafe.com.au/
We have a number of staff leaving us next year. Ibu Chong is retiring, Emma Rothwell is now a qualified 
teacher and is looking for her first teaching placement, Katherine Van de Ven is returning to Rostrata to 
teach, Natalie Turner will be relief teaching until June then she is off to NZ to live, Laura Brown is taking 
a year off to do some travelling and our super Bronwyn Godfrey in the office, is pursuing another career 
in archiving and record management.  We will be farewelling these lovely people, our graduates and any 
other students who are leaving at our final assembly, Thursday 19th December at 1:15 for 1:30pm start. 
Seats will be at a premium!
Please refer to the Uniform section of this newsletter to read an important announcement re a change 
in uniform supplier.
And finally, I wish you good cheer for the festive season and to those who are travelling, come back to 
us safely.

Kind regards
Betty McNeill - Principal 

Merit Award Winners
Flora H.
Liam M.
Erin Z.
Mia H.
Quinn F.
Hayden S.
Ava T.
Morgan K.
Maddie S.
Ashwin P.
Isla Mc.
Jaxon K.
Dylan R.
Emily C-G.
Meg M.
Colee A.
Ava N.
Layla G.
Julia R.
Jiah A.
Ben H.
Keira B.
Holly B.

Brooke N.
Tasman R.
Tiffany S.
Noah S.
Emily S.
Miranda S.
Katie W.
Sophia B.
Kitahna M.
Isla C.
Courtney B.
Samuel M.
Ivy N.
Lachlan F.
Connor W.
Oscar R.
Lucas S.
Poppy E.
Felix Mc.
Capri P.
Amber F.
Ali N.



NEWS FROM THE DRAMA ROOM
It’s a wrap from this year’s Drama Club!  
We celebrated in Week 8 with a fun Christmas play we performed for years 1 to 
3.  “What Could Go Wrong The Night Before Christmas?”  Everything apparently!  It 
was a great way to end what has been a busy year of performing for all members of 
our little club.  I’m sure they are going to enjoy their Christmas break with no lines to 
learn and roles to practise.   I’d like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their 
fantastic team effort over the year.  
I wish the Year six members every bit of success and encourage them to keep pursuing 
all the wonderful excitement and joy that Drama brings in their high school years. 
Mrs Gilbertson - Specialist Drama Teacher

VACSWIM 2019 - 2020
Enrol now for VacSwim summer holiday swimming lessons!  With swimming pools and beaches a big part of 
the Western Australian lifestyle, it’s essential that your children learn how to swim and stay safe in the water.
VacSwim is for all children - from beginners to more advanced swimmers. Your children can start as young as 
five years old.  There are over 180 VacSwim locations around Western Australia, so wherever your family is 
spending these summer holidays, there will be lessons near you.
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at www.education.wa.edu.au/swimming
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CHANGES TO OUR UNIFORM SUPPLIER
We are pleased to announce as of 2 January 2020, Melville Primary School Uniform Shop will be outsourced to Nell Gray Super 
Store located in Willetton.  This decision will improve our overall service and convenience to purchase uniforms for Melville 
families. 

About Nell Gray
•  Family owned business established in 1956
•  Currently managing several primary and high schools in our area
•  Great quality clothing
•  Fully owned manufacturing facility
•  Open 6 days a week (Monday – Friday, 9am – 5pm. Thursday 9am - 6pm.  Saturday (9am – 1pm)
•  Order online: https://www.nellgray.com.au/

Existing orders
If you have placed an ordered and paid for uniforms from our school uniform shop, these orders will be fulfilled and made 
available for collection at the stationery pickup day on Thursday 30th January between 8am and 9:30am.
Melville Uniform Shop is now officially closed and will not receive any further orders.

Kindy shirts have also been pre-ordered and will be available for collection on stationery pickup day on Thursday 30th January.

Transition Period
As we move to the new Super Store at Nell Gray, there will be a transition of uniform styles once all existing stock is purchased.  
The P&C has ordered a forecast of stock to carry us through for Term 1 to ensure all families have enough uniforms to purchase 
during this time, however, should there be a shortfall in shirts, children are encouraged to wear their faction shirts until new stock 
is available… manufacturing delivery due end of Term 1.

Uniform Designs
All uniforms designs will be the same except for the flash on the ends of the collar will now become a stripe around the edge of 
the collar.  The jacket will change slightly to a more contemporary design.  The skort will have two pleats instead of four.
The material of our uniforms is a higher quality material, particularly in the shirts which is important for children to allow their skin 
to breathe much easier.

We’d like to sincerely thank Linda Riemann and all the volunteers who have helped run the Uniform Shop over the years.  
Without your support we wouldn’t have had such a well organised shop, so thank you!

We would also like to thank Aussie Grown who have supported our school for many years in supplying our uniforms.  

For any questions regarding our uniforms or Nell Gray, please contact Mrs Betty McNeill at betty.mcneill@education.wa.edu.au 
or Renee Rugless, P&C President on 0410 601 978.

NEWS FROM THE VEGGIE PATCH 
I would like to thank everyone in the Melville School Community - Tim & Melissa from Organic Patch, Angela and the Camp 
Australia crew, the awesome ladies in the Canteen, Ms Turner whom was totally awesome along with the year 6 community, 
as well as the front office staff and P&C.  How lucky are we to have such a fantastic school.  I wish you all a truly wonderful 
Christmas, full of good cheer, family and friends.  

Happy Holidays from Toni Cooling (Veggie Patch Coordinator) and everything green and wonderful



SCHOOL DENTAL THERAPY - SCHOOL HOLIDAY EMERGENCY
Please see below for the Christmas school holiday emergency contacts when Attadale Dental Therapy is closed.  A recorded 
message will also be left on the Attadale Dental Therapy telephone.  

- 20th Dec 2019  please use Caralee Dental Therapy Centre on 9337 6818
- 23rd /12/2019 – 24/01/2020 please use Mt Henry DTC on 93130552
- 28/01/2020 – 31/01/2020 please use Caralee DTC on 93376818

We would also like to take the opportunity to wish all families a safe and relaxing holiday break.

Attadale DTC I Dental Health Services | 47 Wichmann Rd, Attadale WA  6156 | Ph: 08 9330 5876 
AttadaleDTC@dental.health.wa.gov.au I www.health.wa.gov.au I www.dental.wa.gov.au

SCHOOL BANKING NEWS
From all of us at School Banking, we’d like to wish all bankers, students and families a safe and happy Christmas break.  A very 
special thanks to our volunteers Lynne Hildebrandt, Nikki Mence, Meredith Day-Jones, Lisa Ritchie, Debbie White and Vicki Neville 
for their assistance with the School Banking Program over the past year.  
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and develop good savings habits. 
Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account will earn an exciting reward every time they reach 10 deposits.  School 
Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits 
processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which is based on the number of students who made at least one School 
Banking deposit in the prior year, so a huge thank you to those who are already involved.
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can open an 
account for your child in one of two ways:
1. Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.
2. In branch - Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child (eg. driver’s licence and birth 
certificate.
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account, they can start banking straight away.  They just need to 
bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollarmites deposit wallet.  School Banking is held on Thursday 
mornings from 8:00am in the undercover area.  Feel free to pop in to find out what it’s all about! 
Merry Christmas everyone! 
Taryn Halsall - School Banking Coordinator 

CANTEEN NEWS
A big thanks to everyone who has supported the Canteen this year.  Special mention to our volunteers who donate their precious 
time and to the office staff who are always very helpful.  We are always in need of more people to lend a hand, so please contact 
us if you have some spare time.  We wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and holiday.

Sally (Canteen Manager) and Liana (Canteen Manager’s Assistant)
Canteen Volunteer Roster: 
Mon 16th Dec:  Manager & Assistant Liana
Wed 18th Dec:  Manager & Assistant Liana (Last Canteen Day)

Getting School Started Well - Meeralinga Young Children’s Foundation Inc.
Whether your child is off to school for the first time, or back to school after the break, this talk will help with common hurdles such 
as separation anxiety, homework hassles and school refusal.  Parenting by Connection offers new ideas to try, and this talk will 
give parents two specific tools for helping to relieve the tension that can build around school. We’ll answer questions, and show 
how parents can help their children build confidence and resilience. Suitable for parents of children aged 3-12.
When: Friday 17th January 2020 from 10.30am-12noon | Where:  Meerilinga, 219 Winterfold Road, Coolbellup | Tea/coffee 
provided | Cost: Free | Creche: Unavailable | Further Information: Belynda Smith on belynda.smith@meerilinga.org.au 

Dr Arne Rubinstein - Guest Speaker Presentation
Dr Arne Rubinstein is the author of The Making of Men and an internationally recognised expert on Rites of Passage and adolescent 
development. He has been running Rites of Passage programmes for teens and delivering in Australia and internationally for 
more than 20 years.  An engaging and insightful speaker, Arne will cover topics including: parenting in the age of technology, 
thriving teenagers, rites of passage, powerful women, and the role of good men.
When:  Wednesday 29th January 2020 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm at Christian Brothers College, 51 Ellen Street, Fremantle

COMMUNITY NEWS

COULD YOUR NEXT PROPERTY DECISION GROW OUR SCHOOL?  

USE ONE TO SELL YOUR HOME  
AND WE’LL DONATE $1000 TO MPS!
Exclusively use Michael Jennings to sell your home and we’ll donate $1000 to Melville 
Primary School on the successful settlement of your home. Call Michael for more details.

329A CANNING HIGHWAY, PALMYRA 
michael.jennings@oneresidential.com.au

oneresidential.com.au 0404 045 153


